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Figure 2 

Now, in the same way, there is no hydrogen or lithium either as these 

words are also notions or imaginary words. Why? Because there are no 

two hydrogen atoms that are identical since at the same moment of 

time, the electron is in a different position relative to the nucleus in 

each and every hydrogen atom. So we assign the series of feelings of 

sound ‘hydrogen’ to a group of an endless number of particles that are 

actually different from one another and in which one electron orbits 

around one proton. And we have arrived back at the hopeless task of 

breaking up or cutting the world into pieces. Because, in theory, we 
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should not assign one series of feelings of sound to two different 

things. But it would also be impossible to give a different name to each 

and every part of the universe. Therefore, as a matter of fact, almost 

every word we use is an imaginary word. An exception is some unique 

phenomena of the world that have proper names. Or so you may think. 

But actually, here the situation is even worse! Because we have forgot-

ten about time that is maliciously laughing at our childish effort. Be-

cause no matter if we give the name X to something at a given moment 

of time, this something is going to change in a second and then, the 

next moment, we cannot call it X any more, only X’ at best. 

 

Due to the ‘beneficial’ contribution of time, each and every one of our 

non-imaginary words denotes things that do not exist in the external 

world: just like imaginary words do. In other words, we do not have one 

single word that would denote anything in the world around us. Tough, 

isn’t it? The difference between the way imaginary words and non-

imaginary words ‘mean nothing’ is that whereas we ourselves invent 

the phenomena denoted by imaginary words, we assign series of feel-

ings of sounds to a part of the external world in the case of non-

imaginary words, and this part disappears only because it gets trans-

formed over the course of time. 

 

Another important momentum is that while we have never had in-

coming feelings as a result of an interaction in connection with the 

phenomenon we invented in the case of an imaginary word, incoming 

feelings are indeed generated within us as a result of various interac-

tions in the case of non-imaginary words. What is more: since our in-

coming feelings generated as a result of interactions are rather inaccu-

rate – as we have seen previously – when we enter into an interaction 

with the part of the external world that changes slowly for us, we may 

perceive the given phenomenon as quasi-permanent. So, for example, 

if I take an apple in my hand and look at it thoroughly and then exam-
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ine it again in an hour, I will not notice any change, so I will say that the 

apple is unchanged, which is, naturally, not true. 

 

On this basis, we need to modify Figure 1 since – according to what 

we have just said – the words wheat, pigeon and sky are all imaginary 

words. Well, yes, they are but, in one way or another, they are still con-

nected to the world around us. 

 

Let us now see how notions are structured on the basis of their con-

nection with the external world. I walk to a tree and I tear off three 

things. I have a look at them. All three have slightly different shapes and 

slightly different colours. I smell them and they smell relatively similar. 

Because of their different shape, they feel slightly different, too. Their 

taste is also slightly different: the ones that are greener are more sour. I 

shall call the first one X. Since the second one is similar to the first one, 

I shall call it X’ and, by the same token, the third one X”. Words created 

in this way are non-imaginary words because I assigned a non-

repetitive and unique series of feelings of sound to one single piece of 

the external world. It is another issue that time does its job and in a 

second I would not be able to call them the same names since they 

would have already changed. In order not to waste my time with nam-

ing each thing on the tree and remembering all those names, based on 

my interactions with X, X’ and X”, I arbitrarily select the feelings of 

colour, shape and taste and, based on the similarity of those feelings 

across the things, I assign the series of feelings of sound ‘Jonathan’ to 

all of these things. The word ‘Jonathan’ is a notion, an imaginary word 

because Jonathan does not exist in the world around us. But this con-

cept is connected to the world around us through a couple of arbitrarily 

selected incoming feelings. 

 

I look around and notice that similar things – that are, however, sub-

stantially different from those on the first tree – grow on another tree. I 


