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‘LITERATURE IN AMERICA’ 

In the introduction (page 2) the Puritan Edward Taylor ‘offers 
some advice that astonishing in arrogance’. 

‘Do all Good Work, work all good things you 
know 

As if you should be sav’d for doing so. 
Then undo all you’ve done, and it deny 
and on the naked Christ alone rely.’ 

The editor assures us once more: ‘The arrogance of this, again, 
is astonishing. The Saint recommends…, etc.’ In this paragraph 
we can find not only the ‘arrogance’ of Taylor, but the sad result of 
an education that emphasizes the studied regimentation and ana-
lytic inquiries in literature. It would be greatly improper to see in 
this paragraph something indicating that the editor running short 
of intelligence? Yet, it appears that he misses the real message of 
Taylor’s lines, which may result from the scientific-scholarly shap-
ing of his mind, to which it becomes arrogant. However, the quo-
tation seems one of the most powerful statement of humility in 
the religious literature of Taylor’s time, and possibly one of the 
best presentation of the essence of Christiandom. 
First the Saint calls the Soul to do ‘all Good Work, work all 

good things you know’. The second line tells how that has to be 
done, and possibly the editor here starts to have troubles. But the 
third line definitely seems to destroy the whole deal, and in the 
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forth line all we have left is a naked Christ and arrogance, anda 
good case to present the Puritan paradox. 

‘Than undo all you’ve done, and it deny…’ 

No, Taylor did not intended to fool his Puritan brothers with a 
riddle. He simply tried to warn them that they cannot bargain 
their way to salvation. It is unlikely that he wants to throw back 
into the waters one whom he saved from drowning. He means just 
to forget, or even deny it. For counting one’s good deeds or his 
effect on his heavenly credit – line is not what Christianity is 
about. 
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DEPRESSIVE NEUROSIS – A SELF-ANALYSIS 

Stephen E. Bajkai 
830:363 
5-27-75 

In August, 1957, in Salzburg, Austria, I was transferred from my 
living quarters to the hospital of the refugee camp, at the advice of 
a physician friend. Within three weeks after my admission, the 
initially diagnosed depression reached an acute level and remained 
more or less the same throughout my nine-month stay. This peri-
od of time was probably the most probing in my life, more so than 
the horrors of eight years imprisonment in one of the most bestial 
communist security prisons behind the Iron Curtain. 
According to Rado, ‘whatever the current nature of loss […] its 

extraordinary significance for the patient lies in the fact that it 
reanimates terrible childhood experience of loss of the mother’s 
affection’.1 That my depressive state was basically similar I can not 
deny, although I am unable to relate it to any event that I can re-
member. However, there was and still is a vague but very strong 
impression of an unidentifiable loss which often created unbeara-
ble pain long before and after the breakdown. 
To be sure, the immediate reasons for the condition which led 

to my hospitalization were significant; the Russian tanks crushed 
our freedom fight in 1956, the Australian Immigration Office 

                                                        
1 Watt, Norman F. and White, Robert W., The Abnormal Personality, (New York: The Ronald 
Press Company, 1973) p. 490 


