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Preface 

The siege of Budapest ended 70 years ago and it was one of the 
longest local battles of the Second World War. The history of 
the siege has been discussed in countless publications and 
editions, from different points of view. The current guide does 
not wish to cast a different light on the events, rather serves as 
an introduction into the military events of the siege of Buda-
pest in territorial distribution, street by street. 

The first part of the book offers a general introduction into 
the siege itself as well as the battle processes of the defenders 
and the attackers. This is followed by the main body, the so-
called Catalogue of Public Spaces, divided into territorial units, 
namely: Buda North and South, Pest West and East. Each of 
the featured public spaces (streets and squares) within these 
territories have been marked on the maps as well. The areas 
beyond these artificially defined boundaries are discussed in 
the section named ‘Budapest outskirts’. In some cases, a build-
ing or group of buildings (eg. The Parliament, Hotel Gellért 
etc.) is mentioned beside the public spaces. Every public space 
or featured establishment can be found in the index as well. 

The Catalogue of Public Spaces contains several references. 
In order to avoid repetitions, the events of neighbouring streets 
are described in one section only. The other street name mere-
ly refers to the description, and is marked as: →Andrássy Road. 

In case of some public spaces, the contemporary name is al-
so given in parentheses, whenever it is different from the cur-
rent one. The current district is also mentioned: eg. Petőfi 
bridge, District XI. és IX. (Horthy Miklós Bridge) (147). 

Apart from all these, each public space is numbered (in case 
of Petőfi Bridge, it is nr. 147). The number can be found after 
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the name, in parentheses. The numbers are indicated on the 
maps as well. 

Regarding the maps, each map shows the public spaces 
within the given area. However, due to certain overlappings, 
some places (such as the Margaret Island or Petőfi Bridge) can 
be found and are marked in more than one maps. Nonetheless, 
in order to avoid repetitions, the description is contained in one 
chapter only. With the exception of the last two chapters, the 
numbering is continuous, which enables an easy identification 
of the public spaces. The index offers another simple way of 
identifying the public spaces. 

 
The last two chapters of the book discuss the area of Gellért 

Hill and the Buda Castle, detailed to the single buildings. Both 
chapters provide a comprehensive description of the military 
events on the hills during the siege. This is followed by a de-
tailed introduction of the individual buildings, such as Nádor 
Barracks or Hotel Gellért. Several places are mentioned in the 
text. Whenever a number is indicated in parentheses (eg. (4)), 
these are numbers on the maps that belong to the last two 
chapters and are not identical with the numbers of the Cata-
logue of Public Spaces. 
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The Tunnel and Bem Embankment after the siege 

Bem Embankment, District I. (Margit Embankment) (5) 
On 12th January a parked ammunition carriage was hit dur-

ing an air raid on Bem Embankment. The explosion collapsed 
two six-storey blocks of flats under 2 Vitéz Street and 59 Fő 
Street. Several buildings were severely damaged in the sur-
rounding area. Many had survived the explosion in the nearby 
cellars, but as no help had arrived for several days, these peo-
ple also lost their lives in addition to the ones who fell in the 
explosion. Altogether 350 civilians remained under the ruins. 

On 20th January the Germans had a row of trenches dug out 
on the embankment. The trenches were covered for the sake of 
safe transportation opposite the Soviets who were shooting 
from the other side of the river. Observation posts were also 
settled equipped with AT guns and light machine guns. Safe 
movement was possible during the night only as the Soviets 
shot around the Buda side in every half an hour. 

 
Bimbó Road, District II. (6) 
See →St. John’s Hospital 
 
Bíró Street, District XII. (7) 
See →Városmajor 
 
Böszörményi Road, District XII. (8) 
On 25th December the military police barracks (21 

Böszörményi Road) were evacuated due to the unexpected 
appearance of the Soviet troops on the Buda side. Later on the 



32 
 

(Only few of the outbreakers in this group could finally reach 
their own stands.) 

General Karl Pfeffer-Wildenbruch (1888-1971) 
 

He graduated from the military school 
in 1907 in the rank of lieutenant. Dur-
ing the First World War he was bat-
tery commander and later served as a 
staff-officer. During the war he had 
served on the Mesopotamean front. In 
1919 he applied for admittance to the 
police, where he became commander-
in-chief of the police in Osnabrück and 

Magdeburg. Between 1928-33 he was training officer of the 
police in Santiago de Chile. As of 1933 he served in Frank-
furt as a colonel. He worked for the Police Academy from 
1936. Entering the SS in 1939, he served as major general. 
From the end of 1939 he was commander of the 4th SS Po-
lice Division until 1940. In 1941 he worked in the staff of 
Himmler as the commander of the colonial police. In 1943 
he took over the command of the VI. SS Mountain Corps as 
a general. In December 1944 he was commissioned with 
the command of the IX. SS Mountain Corps and the keep-
ing of Budapest. During the siege of Budapest he was the 
commander of the troops locked in the cauldron. During 
the break-out he came into Soviet captivity. He was sen-
tenced to 25 years of penal servitude by the Soviets, alt-
hough he was released in 1955. He spent the rest of his life 
in the Federal Republic of Germany. 

Clark Ádám Square, District I. (10) 
On 15th January some Soviets penetrated onto the bank of 

the River Danube and opened fire at the 88-mm AA gun based 
on Clark Ádám Square behind sandbags. 


